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As we enter the New Year of 2021, it is so easy to be optimistic! After this past year, we all
are looking forward to a brighter and less restrictive year ahead. One full of the "normals"
that we all are missing so!
One of those "normals" is that Book Vault will continue to be here serving up the newest
titles as well as some favorite stand-bys. Stop in and visit with our knowledgeable staff.
We love chatting about books we've read and listening as customers tell us about the
books they've read. For our customers' added convenience and safety, we will continue to
offer website ordering, curbside pickup, and free delivery inside the Oskaloosa city limits.
Of course, you can also stop in! If you are coming to shop in Book Vault, we require masks
and have a sanitizing station right inside the front doors. Beginning on January 2, 2021
our regular hours will return to 9:00- 5:00 Monday thru Friday. Noon to 5:00 on Saturdays.
Closed on Sundays.
Happy reading!
April
Visit our Website

Book Vault Book Clubs
Tuesday Evening Book Club
Catch 22 by Joseph Heller
Meeting off-site
Lunch Bunch Book Club
Thursday, January 28 at 11AM
Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
Non-Fiction Book Club

The Heritage by Howard Bryant
Not meeting in January
Young Professionals Book Club
Not meeting in January

Book Vault Book Clubs are open to all. Members receive a 15% discount on
book club titles. Call us for more information!
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January 2021

There’s
nothing like a Black
Blythe Connor is determined Isaiah was Samuel's and
salesman on a mission.
that she will be the warm,
Samuel was Isaiah's. That
An unambitious twenty-twocomforting mother to her
was the way it was since the year-old, Darren lives in a
new baby Violet that she
beginning, and the way it
Bed-Stuy brownstone with
herself never had.
was to be until the end. In
his mother, who wants
But in the thick of
the barn they tended to the
nothing more than to see
motherhood's exhausting
animals, but also to each
him live up to his potential as
early days, Blythe becomes other, transforming the
the valedictorian of Bronx
convinced that something is hollowed-out shed into a
Science. But Darren is
wrong with her daughter-place of human refuge, a
content working at Starbucks
she doesn't behave like
source of intimacy and hope in the lobby of a Midtown
most children do.
in a world ruled by vicious
office building, hanging out
Or is it all in Blythe's head?
masters. But when an older with his girlfriend, Soraya,
Her husband, Fox, says
man--a fellow slave--seeks
and eating his mother’s
she's imagining things. The to gain favor by preaching
home-cooked meals. All that
more Fox dismisses her
the master's gospel on the
changes when a chance
fears, the more Blythe
plantation, the enslaved
encounter with Rhett
begins to question her own
begin to turn on their own.
Daniels, the silver-tongued
sanity, and the more we
Isaiah and Samuel's love,
CEO of Sumwun, NYC’s
begin to question what
which was once so simple, is hottest tech startup, results
Blythe is telling us about her seen as sinful and a clear
in an exclusive invitation for
life as well.
danger to the plantation's
Darren to join an elite sales
Then their son Sam is born-- harmony.
team on the thirty-sixth floor.
and with him, Blythe has the With a lyricism reminiscent
After enduring a “hell week”
blissful connection she'd
of Toni Morrison, Robert
of training, Darren, the only

always imagined with her
child. Even Violet seems to
love her little brother. But
when life as they know it is
changed in an instant, the
devastating fall-out forces
Blythe to face the truth.
The Push is a tour de force
you will read in a sitting, an
utterly immersive novel that
will challenge everything you
think you know about
motherhood, about what we
owe our children, and what it
feels like when women are
not believed.
Pamela Dorman Books
January 5, 2021

For the last twenty years,
George Saunders has been
teaching a class on the
Russian short story to his
MFA students at Syracuse
University. In A Swim in a
Pond in the Rain, he shares
a version of that class with
us, offering some of what he
and his students have
discovered together over the
years. Paired with iconic
short stories by Chekhov,
Turgenev, Tolstoy, and
Gogol, the seven essays in
this book are intended for
anyone interested in how
fiction works and why it’s
more relevant than ever in
these turbulent times.
In his introduction, Saunders
writes, “We’re going to enter
seven fastidiously
constructed scale models of
the world, made for a
specific purpose that our
time maybe doesn’t fully

Jones, Jr., fiercely summons
the voices of slaver and
enslaved alike, from Isaiah
and Samuel to the
calculating slave master to
the long line of women that
surround them, women who
have carried the soul of the
plantation on their shoulders.
As tensions build and the
weight of centuries--of
ancestors and future
generations to come-culminates in a climactic
reckoning, The
Prophets masterfully reveals
the pain and suffering of
inheritance, but is also shot
through with hope, beauty,
and truth, portraying the
enormous, heroic power of
love.
G.P. Putnam's
January 5, 2021

Black person in the
company, reimagines
himself as “Buck,” a ruthless
salesman unrecognizable to
his friends and family. But
when things turn tragic at
home and Buck feels he’s hit
rock bottom, he begins to
hatch a plan to help young
people of color infiltrate
America’s sales force,
setting off a chain of events
that forever changes the
game.
Black Buck is a hilarious,
razor-sharp skewering of
America’s workforce; it is a
propulsive, crackling debut
that explores ambition and
race, and makes way for a
necessary new vision of the
American dream.
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
January 5, 2021

The author of The Professor
and the Madman and The
Perfectionists explores the
notion of property—our
proprietary relationship with
the land—through human
history, how it has shaped us
and what it will mean for our
future.
Land—whether meadow or
mountainside, desert or peat
bog, parkland or pasture,
suburb or city—is central to
our existence. It quite
literally underlies and
underpins everything.
Employing the keen intellect,
insatiable curiosity, and
narrative verve that are the
foundations of his previous
bestselling works, Simon
Winchester examines what
we human beings are doing
—and have done—with the
billions of acres that together

From one of our most iconic
and influential writers: a
timeless collection of mostly
early pieces that reveal what
would become Joan Didion's
subjects, including the press,
politics, California robber
barons, women, and her
own self-doubt.
These twelve pieces from
1968 to 2000, never before
gathered together, offer an
illuminating glimpse into the
mind and process of a
legendary figure. They
showcase Joan Didion's
incisive reporting, her
empathetic gaze, and her
role as "an articulate witness
to the most stubborn and
intractable truths of our time"
(The New York Times Book
Review).
Here, Didion touches on
topics ranging from
newspapers ("the problem is

endorse but that these
writers accepted implicitly as
the aim of art—namely, to
ask the big questions,
questions like, How are we
supposed to be living down
here? What were we put
here to accomplish? What
should we value? What is
truth, anyway, and how
might we recognize it?” He
approaches the stories
technically yet accessibly,
and through them explains
how narrative functions; why
we stay immersed in a story
and why we resist it; and the
bedrock virtues a writer must
foster. The process of
writing, Saunders reminds
us, is a technical craft, but
also a way of training
oneself to see the world with
new openness and curiosity.
A Swim in a Pond in the
Rain is a deep exploration
not just of how great writing
works but of how the mind
itself works while reading,
and of how the reading and
writing of stories make
genuine connection
possible.
Random House
January 12, 2021

make up the solid surface of
our planet.
Land: How the Hunger for
Ownership Shaped the
Modern World examines in
depth how we acquire land,
how we steward it, how and
why we fight over it, and
finally, how we can, and on
occasion do, come to share
it. Ultimately, Winchester
confronts the essential
question: who actually owns
the world’s land—and why
does it matter?
Harper
January 19, 2021

not so much whether one
trusts the news as to
whether one finds it"), to the
fantasy of San Simeon, to
not getting into Stanford. In
"Why I Write," Didion
ponders the act of writing: "I
write entirely to find out what
I'm thinking, what I'm looking
at, what I see and what it
means." From her
admiration for Hemingway's
sentences to her
acknowledgment that Martha
Stewart's story is one "that
has historically encouraged
women in this country, even
as it has threatened men,"
these essays are acutely
and brilliantly observed.
Each piece is classic Didion:
incisive, bemused, and
stunningly prescient.
Knopf
January 26, 2021
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